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MELTON CONSTABLE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Clerk: J Carr       

The Old Dairy     

Holt Road 

Burgh Parva      website: www.meltonconstablepc.info 

Melton Constable     email: clerkmeltonpc@gmail.com 

NR24 2PU      Tel:     01263 808605 

 

MINUTES of the Melton Constable Parish Council meeting held on 10th October 2017 7.30pm 

at the Country Club. 

Present: A Carr   Chair  

A Crawford 

J Tosney 

S Unsworth    

  J. Carr  Clerk 

   

County Cllr Steffan Aquarone 

1 member of the public 

 

2735 Apologies for Absence  

 On a PROPOSAL by the Chairman SECONDED by Cllr Crawford it was AGREED to 

accept apologies from Cllrs J and M Hayes, J Cox and District Cllr Butikofer 

2736 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th September 2017 

On a PROPOSAL by the Chairman SECONDED by Cllr Unsworth it was AGREED, 

with one abstention, to accept the minutes of the meeting of 12th September as a true and accurate 

record. 

2737 Declarations of Interest 

 None 

2738 Matters Arising from Last Minutes 

  None 

2739 County Councillor’s Report 

  Cllr Aquarone is concerned that the bus service is much reduced and the decision made 

without his knowledge. His investigation is ongoing. 

 He has been in contact with Natural England regarding previous payments to support the 

permissive pathways scheme, which is due to close. 

Following investigation in to the historical minutes regarding white lines he is to refer this 

to Highways to discuss reinstatement of the decision made in 1984. 

He is to circulate a traffic survey questionnaire to all households within the next two 

weeks. 

District Councillor’s report – read out 

The Pier contract has now been approved. 

Brown bins are back in action. Those on the waiting list will be hearing from NNDC in 

the near future. 

Some business rates which had a massive increase will get a subsidy. Those affected will 

get an updated bill. 

7.47 pm - Meeting adjourned for public participation 

One parishioner has submitted a request to have a shed/garage replaced on his allotment  
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after one was removed due to asbestos. He confirmed that he would comply with the rule 

stated in the allotment agreement for it to be no larger than 150sq.feet and no higher than  

8ft. 

7.50 pm – meeting reconvened – Cllr Aquarone left the meeting 

 

2740 Members’ Reports 

 Churchyard: fine 

 Bus Shelter: This is looking good now, after a number of councillors noted that they had 

been clearing a lot of waste food wrappings which had been left in the area. 

 Southside: The sixth cut for Area 2 is to be ordered. Council is to defer complaint about 

parking at 14 Melton St as some work is in progress. Due to herbicide use on the grass border to 

the east end of Grove Rd there is no point in council continuing to promote biodiversity in this 

area. 

A report has been received from a resident that the Big Prawn staff have been using Astley 

Terrace to park their vehicles which has caused inconvenience to the residents. The company 

does have its own car park. Council will ask the company if consideration could be given to this 

issue. 

Play Area: Planning approval for the fencing is still awaited. Cllr Unsworth had reported 

that damage to the fencing of the small children’s area needs repair. The handyman has quoted 

£47 to do this which was accepted. 

Recreation Ground: The damaged bench awaits repair. 

Northside: fine. 

Allotments: Two vacated plots have had the asbestos buildings removed. On a 

PROPOSAL by Cllr Unsworth SECONDED by Cllr Crawford it was AGREED to approve the 

replacement shed/garage proposal for plot 52  

2741 Lighting Report 

 Light 35 is awaiting a replacement part. The battery box painting is to start this week. 

2742  Bus Service from Melton 

 Cllr Aquarone continues his investigations 

2743 Proposed Closure of Permissive Footpath Scheme 

 The Chairman reported on the meeting held with Stody Estate and Briston, Edgefield, 

Stody and Hunsworth and Melton Constable Parish Councils last week. The notes from that 

meeting are attached. 

Following discussion regarding the funding that might be required to keep the scheme running, 

Cllrs Tosney and Crawford suggested they would look for potential local company sponsors who 

might be interested in support. 

2744 M&GN Coach restoration proposal 

 No ownership of this derelict item has been identified and this will be reported to the 

enquirer. 

2745 Campaign to Protect Rural England meeting 

 No one was available to attend the meeting. 

2746  Finances 

On a PROPOSAL by Cllr Unsworth SECONDED by Cllr Tosney it was AGREED to 

approve the monthly statement for September. 

On a PROPOSAL by Cllr Crawford SECONDED by Cllr Unsworth it was AGREED to 

approve the following payments: 
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101949 Steve Jackman Website development £151.88 

101950 MC Country Club hall hire Jly-Sept £60.00 

101951 B & G Mallett asbestos removal plot 66 £840.00 

101952 J Morrison Meadow Lane hedge £285.00 

101953 CAB donation £50.00 

101954 Royal British Legion donation £52.00 

101955 Community Action Norfolk bronze membership renewal £20.00 

101956 B & G Mallett asbestos removal plot 70 £900.00 

SO CGM Group ground maintenance - sept £134.46 

DD Eon  electricity - Sept £21.32 

    TOTAL £2,514.66 

 

 

2747 Items for November Agenda 

 Stody Permissive Paths update 

 Felbeck Trust Presentation - Trevor Williams 

 Finances, 2018 budget and precept 

 Clerk recruitment report 

 

2748 Items for Information 

 None 

2749 Date and time of next meeting  

 It was agreed that the date and time of the next Parish Council meeting would be Tuesday 

14th November 2017 at 7.30pm.  

 

8.45 pm: Meeting Closed 

 

 

Clerk ………………………… Chair ……………………. 

 

 

Dated …………………… 
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NOTES FROM MEETING HELD WITH STODY ESTATE AND LOCAL PARISH 

COUNCILS 

6TH OCTOBER 2017 

9.30am Stody Estate Offices 

Present: 

Stody Estate:  

Ross Haddow 

Charlie MacNicol 

Parish Councils: 

Ashley Carr – Melton Constable 

John Dymond – Stody and Hunworth 

Neil Fippard - Briston 

John Seymour – Edgefield 

 

The meeting opened with a statement of the objective to examine the options for keeping the 

permissive pathways open.  

 

CMacN presented a summary of the Permissive Paths and Open Access schemes and the 

considerable work put in by RH and CMacN to lobby government, locally and nationally, since it 

was known that the scheme was to be withdrawn. He stressed that it is the government that has 

withdrawn the funding to allow farmers to participate in the schemes. His notes have been sent to 

all. 

 

It was noted that the regulatory framework is an extremely important element to retain, but also 

that the funding itself is not an insignificant obstacle to overcome. 

A discussion on funding noted that the parish councils themselves might be able to contribute and 

the communities could be asked if they would consider a raising of the precepts to be acceptable. 

The Equine Society and the Ramblers could be approached for funding. 

Walsingham have obtained some funds and they are to be contacted for further information.  

It was mooted that the dog walking areas might be the most attractive option to pursue, as they 

are the most frequently used areas. 

 

Actions 

Ross Haddow to communicate with Walsingham Estate landowner about what use they put the 

Big Society grant towards. 

Stody are to investigate costs involved with the legal framework 

Parish Councils are to consider whether an increase in the precept to the required extent would be 

acceptable to their community. 

Parish Councils agreed to approach the Big Society fund (NNDC) and The Ramblers and Equine 

Society, and other interested parties, for additional funding support. 

 

10.35 meeting closed 

 

 

 

 

 


